The Writing on the Wall

For thousands of years they have ruled and abused their power.
The Germans have no understanding of humanism and civic
liberty. Even when they staged a great insurrection, thirty years
ago, and conquered the greatest tyrant of the centuries, their
rising was merely a religious war. They fought, as always,
for a mediaeval cause.            DR. POLLIO (Nuremberg), 1843

The German patriots, from the oldest of the Old Teutons
to the youngest of the Christian Germans, are assailants of
the French Revolution and German philosophy; the educa-
tion and liberation of all human beings would fill them with
absolute horror.                                    ARNOLD RUGE, 1846
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Only famine and pestilence are lacking, the world is losing
its centre of gravity, and all is falling into confusion, and no
Prussian gendarme can prevent it.

HOFFMANN VON  FALLERSLEBEN,  25   September,   1846

It is possible that the German will one day vanish from the
stage of the world, for he has all the qualities which might
enable him to win to heaven, but not a single quality which
would enable him to assert himself on earth, and aE nations
hate him. . . .             FRIEDRICH HEBBEL, 4 January, 1860

One has to know the whole of Germany; to know a part
only is dangerous. It is the case of the tree whose leaves and
fruits are antidotes to each other.

HEINRICH HEINE (Literary remains, 1869)

For practical as for ethical reasons, the present state of the
Germans is less desirable than their condition in the days
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